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in  the  Schools 
of  Ontario 


MAY  23rd,  1940 


THE  HONOURABLE  L.  J.  SIMPSON 

'Minister  of  Education 


A.  Message  from  the  Minister 

of  Education 


T7MPIRE  DAY  is  being  observed  this  year  in  the 
-L f  midst  of  a  conflict  in  which  the  British  peoples 
the  world  over  are  dedicating  life  and  treasure  to  the 
maintenance  of  freedom  and  justice.  Once  again  the 
Dominions  are  sharing  with  the  Mother  Country  and 
with  France,  our  faithful  ally  of  the  last  Great  War, 
the  task  of  destroying  the  forces  of  ruthlessness  and 
violence  which  threaten  the  liberties  of  mankind.  This 
responsibility  was  undertaken  willingly  and,  we  trust, 
will  be  discharged  faithfully. 


A  year  ago  His  Majesty  the  King  unveiled  in 
Ottawa  a  noble  memorial  to  Canada’s  sacrifice  in  the 
Great  War.  The  bronze  figures  pressing  through  the 
granite  archway  symbolized  the  nation’s  response  to 
the  call  of  Empire,  a  response  in  which  628,462 
Canadians  served;  424,589  went  overseas,  and  60,661 
did  not  return.  While  the  part  which  Canada  is  to 
play  in  the  present  war  may  vary  with  the  progress  of 
the  conflict,  of  one  thing  we  may  be  certain:  Canada 
will  stand  firm,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  sister- 
nations  of  the  British  Commonwealth. 


War  is  a  testing-time  for  citizenship.  In  these 
troubled  days  may  the  boys  and  girls  in  our  schools 
learn  the  lessons  of  true  patriotism  and  thus  prepare 
themselves  to  champion  loyalty,  fair  play,  and  truth 
in  the  years  that  lie  ahead. 

L.  J.  SIMPSON, 

Minister  of  Education. 


The  King  to  His  ^Peoples 

AT  the  outbreak  of  war  on  September  3rd,  1939, 
^  King  George  VI  broadcast  this  message  to 
the  Empire: 

“In  this  grave  hour,  perhaps  the  most  fateful  in 
our  history,  I  send  to  every  household  of  my  peoples, 
both  at  home  and  overseas,  this  message,  spoken  with 
the  same  depth  of  feeling  for  each  one  of  you  as  if  I  were 
able  to  cross  your  threshold  and  speak  to  you  myself. 

“For  the  second  time  in  the  lives  of  most  of  us 
we  are  at  war.  Over  and  over  again  we  have  tried  to 
find  a  peaceful  way  out  of  the  differences  between 
ourselves  and  those  who  are  now  our  enemies.  But  it 
has  been  in  vain.  We  have  been  forced  into  a  conflict. 
For  we  are  called,  with  our  allies,  to  meet  the  challenge 
of  a  principle  which,  if  it  were  to  prevail,  would  be 
fatal  to  any  civilized  order  in  the  world. 

“It  is  the  principle  which  permits  a  State,  in  the 
selfish  pursuit  of  power,  to  disregard  its  treaties  and 
its  solemn  pledges;  which  sanctions  the  use  of  force, 
or  threat  of  force,  against  the  Sovereignty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  other  States.  Such  a  principle,  stripped  of  all 
disguise,  is  surely  the  mere  primitive  doctrine  that 
might  is  right,  and  if  this  principle  were  established 
throughout  the  world,  the  freedom  of  our  own  country 
and  of  the  whole  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations 
would  be  in  danger.  But  far  more  than  this — the 
peoples  of  the  world  would  be  kept  in  the  bondage  of 
fear,  and  all  hopes  of  settled  peace  and  of  the  security 
of  justice  and  liberty  among  the  nations  would  be  ended. 

“This  is  the  ultimate  issue  that  confronts  us.  For 
the  sake  of  all  that  we  ourselves  hold  dear,  and  of  the 


world’s  order  and  peace,  it  is  unthinkable  that  we 
should  refuse  to  meet  the  challenge. 

“It  is  to  this  high  purpose  that  I  now  call  my 
peoples  across  the  Seas,  who  will  make  our  cause  their 
own.  I  ask  them  to  stand  calm,  firm,  and  united  in 
this  time  of  trial.  The  task  will  be  hard.  There  may 
be  dark  days  ahead,  and  war  can  no  longer  be  confined 
to  the  battlefield.  But  we  can  only  do  the  right  as 
we  see  the  right,  and  reverently  commit  our  cause  to 
God.  If  one  and  all  we  keep  resolutely  faithful  to  it, 
ready  for  whatever  service  or  sacrifice  it  may  demand, 
then,  with  God’s  help,  we  shall  prevail. 

“May  He  bless  and  keep  us  all.” 

True  Greatness  of  ain  Empire 

ON  May  24th,  1939,  the  King  and  Queen  listened 
in  Winnipeg  to  an  Empire  Day  broadcast,  during 
which  messages  of  loyalty  were  received  by  His  Majesty 
from  all  the  Dominions  in  the  British  Empire.  At  the 
end  of  the  broadcast  His  Majesty  made  an  inspiring 
reply.  His  concluding  words  were  as  follows: 

“It  is  not  in  power  or  wealth  alone,  nor  in  dominion 
over  other  peoples,  that  the  true  greatness  of  an  Empire 
consists.  Those  things  are  but  the  instrument;  they 
are  not  the  end  or  the  ideal.  The  end  is  freedom, 
justice,  and  peace  in  equal  measure  for  all,  secure 
against  attack  from  without  and  from  within. 

“It  is  only  by  adding  to  the  spiritual  dignity  and 
material  happiness  of  human  life  in  all  its  myriad 
homes  that  an  empire  can  claim  to  be  of  service  to  its 
own  peoples  and  to  the  world. 

“I  would  end  with  a  special  word  of  greeting  to 


those  of  my  listeners  who  are  young.  It  is  true — and 
I  deplore  it  deeply — that  the  skies  are  overcast  in  more 
than  one  quarter  at  the  present  time.  Do  not  on  that 
account  lose  heart.  Life  is  a  great  adventure,  and  every 
one  of  you  can  be  a  pioneer,  blazing  by  thought  and 
service  a  trail  to  better  things. 

“Hold  fast  to  all  that  is  just  and  of  good  report 
in  the  heritage  which  your  fathers  have  left  to  you, 
but  strive  also  to  improve  and  equalize  that  heritage 
for  all  men  and  women  in  the  years  to  come.  Remember, 
too,  that  the  key  to  all  true  progress  lies  in  faith,  hope, 
and  love.  May  God  give  you  their  support  and  may 
God  help  them  to  prevail/’ 

T5eachers  ‘Reference  fading 

The  following  inexpensive  pamphlets  dealing  with  the 
Empire  and  the  War  may  be  secured  from  local  booksellers 
or  from  the  Oxford  University  Press,  480  University  Avenue, 
Toronto: 

The  Oxford  Periodical  History  of  the  War — 25c.  each. 

No.  1 .  Background  and  Origin. 

No.  2.  September  to  December,  1939. 

No.  3.  January  to  March,  1940  (in  preparation). 

« 

.  •  • 

Oxford  Pamphlets  on  World  Affairs — 10c.  each. 

Hodson,  H.  V. :  The  British  Empire. 

An  Atlas  of  the  War. 

Siegfried,  A.:  What  the  British  Empire  Means  to 
Western  Civilization. 

Stacey:  Canada  and  the  Second  World  War. 


Suggestions  for  ^Programmes 

THE  character  of  the  programme  to  be  used  in 
the  observance  of  Empire  Day  is  very  defin¬ 
itely  laid  down  in  the  General  Regulations,  Public 
and  Separate  Schools.  The  regulation  referred  to 
reads  as  follows: 

“Empire  Day,  the  last  school  day  before  the 
24th  of  May,  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  every 
school;  the  forenoon  being  devoted  to  a  study  of 
the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  after¬ 
noon  to  public  addresses,  recitations,  music,  etc.,  of 
a  patriotic  character." 

Material  for  this  programme  may  be  obtained 
from  patriotic  selections  in  the  School  Readers,  from 
the  Public  School  Geography,  and  from  Empire  Day 
booklets  of  former  years.  Suggestions  for  programmes 
and  information  regarding  the  history  and  significance 
of  the  Flag  will  be  found  in  the  Ontario  Teachers’ 
History  Manual,  pp.  101-110. 

Songs  suitable  for  the  occasion  are  contained  in 
the  following  books:  New  Canadian  Song  Series 
(Canada  Publishing  Co.,  Toronto);  The  Singing 
Period  (Waterloo  Publishing  Co.,  Waterloo);  School 
and  Community  Song  Book  (W.  J.  Gage  &  Co., 
Toronto);  The  Silver  Book  of  Songs  (Gordon  V. 
Thompson,  Ltd.,  Toronto);  A  Canadian  Song  Book 
(J.  M.  Dent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Toronto). 

It  is  assumed  that  the  public  will  be  invited  to 
these  Empire  Day  exercises,  and  that  representative 
persons  in  the  community  will  be  asked  to  give  short 
addresses  on  the  subject  of  Empire. 


